
 

Aid to making a judgement based on Ofsted criteria for 
EYFS 2010 

Aspect Outstanding (1) Good (2) Satisfactory (3) Inadequate (4) 

How well the adults 
support learning and 
development  
 

 
The provision is at least good in 
all major aspects and is exemplary 
in most. Exceptional organisation 
of the educational programmes 
reflects rich, varied and 
imaginative experiences that 
meet the need of all children 
exceedingly well. 
 
 

 
Adults’ good knowledge of the 
learning and development and 
welfare requirements and 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
guidance promotes children’s 
learning, social, physical and 
economic well-being. 

 
The provision is satisfactory in all 
major aspects, and may be good 
in some. Adults have a sound 
knowledge of the learning and 
development and welfare 
requirements and guidance for 
the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Adults’ knowledge of the 
learning and development 
and/or welfare requirements 
and guidance is inadequate 
and the specific requirements1 
that have a significant impact 
on children are not met. 
Staff are insufficiently vigilant 
to protect children’s safety and 
well-being because systems 
are weak and some records, 
policies or procedures are 
missing or out of date. 

 
The quality of the 
learning environment 
both indoors and 
outdoors 

 
A highly stimulating and 
welcoming environment fully 
reflects the children’s 
backgrounds and the wider 
community. 

 
An interesting, well-equipped 
and welcoming environment 
successfully reflects most 
children’s backgrounds and the 
wider community. 

 
Adults provide a secure 
environment which reflects the 
children’s backgrounds and some 
sections of the wider community. 

How well information 
from observation and 
assessment informs 
planning 
 

 
Assessment through high-quality 
observations is rigorous and the 
information gained is used very 
effectively to guide planning. 

 
Thorough and accurate 
observations and assessment 
are used to inform planning. 

 
Observation and assessments and 
their use in planning are 
satisfactory, and generally 
consistent in quality. 

Or 
 
 
 

Adults do not have a clear 
enough understanding of the 

children’s needs because 
observations are not frequent 
or accurate enough to monitor 
children’s progress and to plan 

appropriate activities. 

 
 
 

Or 

The quality of 
planning for 
individuals to 
motivate, challenge 
and meet individual 
needs 

 
Planning ensures rich, varied and 
imaginative experiences that 
meet the needs of all children 
exceedingly well. Inspirational 
and innovative teaching 
motivates children. 

 
Activities are well planned and 
matched to the full range of 
children’s needs. 

 
The level of challenge is sufficient 
to interest and engage children. 

Play and exploration,  
in and out of doors, 
with a balance of 
adult-led and child-led 
activities to foster 
active learning 

 
Teaching is rooted in expert 
knowledge of the learning and 
development requirements and a 
full understanding of how young 
children learn and progress 

 
High-quality planning and 
organisation ensure that every 
child is suitably challenged by 
the learning experiences 
provided.  
 

 
Adults use a reasonable range of 
teaching methods and adequate 
resources to provide a sufficient 
range of activities and 
experiences to meet children’s 
needs. 

Developing 
appropriate 
behaviour 

 
Practitioners are highly skilled and 
sensitive in their management of 
children and their behaviour. 
Relationships are excellent. 

 
Relationships are good and 
children’s behaviour is 
managed well. 

 
Adults generally manage children 
and their behaviour 
appropriately. Relationships are 
secure. 

Some individuals and/or 
groups of children with special 

educational needs and/or 
disabilities are not sufficiently 

well supported and integrated; 
this may be because 

partnerships with parents and 
external agencies are not 

sufficiently well developed. 

The steps taken to 
safeguard and 
promote the welfare 
of the children  
 

 
Adults consistently give the 
highest priority to safeguarding all 
children. 

All adults are well deployed to 
support children’s learning and 
welfare They are skilled at 
promoting positive attitudes to 
learning. 

There are effective 
partnerships with 
parents/carers, other agencies 
and providers. 

 
Adults work sufficiently well with 
parents/carers and external 
agencies to meet the needs of the 
majority of children. 

Encouraging good 
health & well-being  
The suitability and 
safety of outdoors / 
indoors furniture 
equipment and toys. 

 
Children’s health, safety and well-
being are significantly enhanced 
by the robust and highly 
consistent implementation of 
policies, procedures and practice 
that are individual to the setting. 

 
Comprehensive policies and 
procedures ensure that 
children are protected and 
well supported.  
 

 
Policies and procedures are 
adequate. Where outdoor play 
space is not regularly accessible, 
effective alternatives are planned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
 



 

 

 

 


